76          ELS A, AND  THE HUNDRED DAYS.
Italy, the  commission  charged with preparing the plan have proposed to  give Parma, Piacenza, and Guastalla, to the Queen of Etruria; the Legations to the  Holy See; the Presides, Pionabino, and the reversion of  Elba to the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The Archduchess Marie Louise would have nothing but a pension paid by Tuscany and certain fiefs formerly held by the old German. Empire and now by the Grand Duke of Tuscany, to whom they were given as the completion of his indemnity by a decree of the  Diet.    They are situated in Bohemia, and yield an income of four hundred thousand florins. This scheme was presented through our influence. It has the double advantage of not merely diminishing the number of petty sovereignties in Italy, but, what is still more essential, that of sending the son of the Archduchess out of the way and depriving him of all  expectation of ever reigning.    Austria hesitated for a month, but the Emperor has at last decided to yield the duchies to the Queen of Etruria; he says it would not be becoming to keep either for himself or any of his family a state belonging to the House of Bourbon, with whom it is both his interest and his duty to remain on good terms.    But, knowing that his daughter is determined to have an independent establishment, he has proposed that she shall have Lucca, and has charged his Minister to negotiate the affair with her."
Marie Louise was energetic in her refusal of this scheme, and Talleyrand added these sentences to his